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Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved;
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.
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INTRODUCTION

There is an unchanging message of salvation which must be learned, lived, loved and
repeated in every generation. Jesus commissioned his disciples to teach their converts
“to obey everything which I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19) When those
disciples shared the salvation message with the Jerusalem crowd and three thousand
were converted they continued to be taught by the apostles. (Acts 2:42) They must
have learned the repeatable salvation message from the apostles for later when they
were scattered by persecution, “they went everywhere preaching the word.” (Acts
8:4) When the Apostle Paul had planted the church in Ephesus through the preaching
of the gospel, he gathered the disciples together and taught them for two years in the
lecture hall of Tyrannus. The result was that “all...who lived in the province of Asia
heard the word of the Lord.” (Acts 19:9-10) The implication is that the message was
spread by those Paul taught, for later he reminded them that he had taught them “the
whole will of God.” (Acts 20:27) Paul had a role in the conversion and training of
Timothy, along with the godly teaching of Timothy’s mother and grandmother. (Acts
16:1-4, 2 Tim. 1:5) Before his death, Paul passed the “gospel torch” to Timothy,
reminding him of the “things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses.” (2 Tim. 2:1-2) In the same passage Paul urged Timothy to teach that
repeatable message to faithful men who would then teach it to others.

It is my hope that the message of salvation which has been taught to me and which
I have taught to many individuals, congregations and students of God’s word, will
be taught to yet another generation by those who have received it. A part of this
study guide outline is taken from the class notes, taken by one of my students, Greg
Holly, during a course entitled “The Evangelistic Message” taught at Sunset
International Bible Institute in Lubbock, Our hope is that you will repeat the message
to someone else.

Truitt Adair



LESSON ONE

THE REPEATABLE MESSAGE

INTRODUCTION

he evangelistic message must be a repeatable the message. The essentials of

salvation must be a repeated message. It must be a message that when taught

to another person and that person comes to salvation he/she can then pass
that same message on to another. The repeatable nature of the message of salvation
in the first century was one of the characteristics that helped the first century church
permeate the entire world in its own generation. If we are ever to repeat that process
we must also have the kind of message that can easily and relatively quickly be
passed on to other people who will pass it on to still others.

LESSON AIM: To understand that the evangelistic message is a repeatable
message, the good news message has to be repeated by those who
are taught.

THE PRINCIPLE GIVEN BY JESUS HIMSELF

A. Teach the Message, Share the Principle

1. The command and commission (Matthew 28:18-20).

2. Teach — make disciples, baptize — bring them into Christ, teach them what
you have been taught.
a. Jesus’ message was/is a repeatable message.
b. The disciples learned the message in a period of 3 or 31/2 years.
c. It did not take a life time to teach them a message which they could in

turn teach to someone else in a relatively short period of time.

B. The Mission Agenda of Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13)
1. They were working with the church in Antioch for a period of one year
(Acts 11:25-26)
2. They were sent out by that church to do mission work — they were to
accomplish four things:
a. To preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and bring the lost to salvation.
b. To gather those saved people into a body of people the local church.
c. To train and equip those who are saved to pass on the message of
salvation to others — they are to train them for leadership.
d. To stay in touch with those people and help them solve problems until
they were able to stand on their own.



3.

This was a fairly simple agenda that took a only a short period of time.

a. This did not take an entire lifetime to accomplish.

b. He and his companions were able to go into a geographical area and
complete this agenda in a relatively short period of time.

c. If your mission is the apostolic agenda then it is possible to actually
finish your job in a place — and not spend a lifetime doing it.

d. If that is your agenda you can measure your ministry — if that is not
your agenda the measurement of your ministry is much more difficult.

C. The Ephesian Mission Agenda (Acts 19)

1.

Paul’s preaching method and locale.

a. First in the Jewish synagogue — reasoning and persuading.

b. Because of opposition, Paul left and took the disciples with him and
had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.

c. This went on for two years so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived
in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.

d. In a period of two years he has trained enough disciples who have
obviously helped him to publish the news in Asia so that after two
years he can say everyone in Asia has heard the word.

Paul followed that agenda everyplace he went:

a. He preached the word — the repeatable message of salvation.

b. He gathered the saved into the local body — the church.

c. He taught that local church the message well enough that they could
pass it on to others.

d. He trained and equipped leaders — elders or bishops.

Paul's purpose in his life was to present all men whole, complete, mature

and perfect in Christ (Colossians 1:28).

D. The Corinthian Model

1.
2.

There was an essential message of salvation.

The same four-fold program he taught in every church (1 Corinthians 4:17).

a. He taught them every essential application of the cross in their life
including how to be saved how to live their life how to be the church
and how to pass that message on to other people.

b. He taught his way of life to them— he says he taught the same thing
everywhere in every church.

E. The Thessalonian Model

1.

Paul preached the essential message in Thessalonica in a Jewish synagogue

on three Sabbath days.

a. Hereasoned with them from the Scriptures explaining and proving the
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead.

b. Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas and a large
number of the God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.

In just four verses we’re told about the apostolic agenda in this particular
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location.

a. He preached the gospel — the same message he preached everyplace
else.

b. Some people were saved and joined themselves to him.

c. He established a body of believers — the church and began to teach
those who had responded.

d. The results of Paul's work among the people at Thessalonica
(1Thessalonians 1:4f).

3. The result was they were beginning to go out into other places and do what
the apostle Paul had done there — they became imitators of the apostolic
agenda they began to plant churches.

F. The Apostolic Agenda Seen in the Life of the Individual
1. In the life of Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5).
2. The fountainhead of Timothy’s faith was in his Grandmother and Mother.
3. The apostolic charge to Timothy —“You therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. The things which you have heard from me in
the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:1-2).

SELF EXAM:

1. Explain the statement: “The evangelistic message must be a repeatable
message.”

2.  What was the four-fold mission of Paul and Barnabas as they were sent out by
the church in Antioch?

3. Explain how the evangelistic messenger is to carry out the Great Commission
as given by Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20.



LESSON TWO

THE PEOPLE RECEIVING THE MESSAGE

INTRODUCTION:
o properly understand the repeatable evangelistic message which can be
passed on from one generation to another, you must understand that every
message is presented to real life people who are all at perhaps a different
stage of development in their own lives. In other words you are not just preaching
this gospel in a vacuum you’re preaching it to actual people who may be different and
who may be at different stages of development or progression in understanding and
being prepared for the reception of that message.

LESSON AIM: Understand that people who are being taught will be at different
stages of biblical knowledge and know how to approach each
different level of biblical understanding.

THE RECIPIENTS OF THIS ESSENTIAL MESSAGE
A. The Essential Message Is Not Preached in a Vacuum

B Ten Things the Essential Message must Accomplish for and in People Who
May Be at Different stages of Development
(Count down to salvation)
10. It must present an awareness of a supreme being to people who have no
awareness of God.
9. Those who have no effective knowledge of Christianity — they may have
some awareness that there is a God but they don't know about the way of
Jesus Christ.
8. These would have an initial awareness of Christianity — they don't really
understand what Christianity is.
7. Thereis an interest that has been aroused by their contact with Christianity—
no real awareness of what Christianity is.
6. Somewhere along the line one becomes aware of the gospel fundamentals.
a. They become aware of the gospel fundamentals because they were
willing to listen with interest.
b. Having first received initial contact regarding Christianity.
They began to grasp the implications of the gospel.
4. A positive attitude toward Christianity and one’s involvement with
Christianity.
a. At this point people are beginning to be faced with a decision.

9]
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b. They can reject the message or have a negative attitude and a closed
mind.

Personal problem recognition.

There must be the challenge that is felt and the decision to act.

Repentance and faith in Christ which includes the obedience of baptism and

results in salvation.

C. Ten Points Leading up to Maturity
(Count up to maturity)

1.
2.

3.
4.

10.

The post-decision evaluation.

Incorporation into the body — that's a part of the apostolic agenda —

incorporate people into the body.

Personal fruitfulness — they begin to grow in Christ.

There is conceptual growth — they begin to see concepts that they were only

vaguely familiar with before.

The recognition of spiritual gifts — they begin to recognize how God has

uniquely gifted them for their place in the kingdom.

Incarnational growth — that simply means one is to embody Christ's life.

The stewardship of resources — one begins to learn to use their time, talents,

money, house, car and everything that God has given them effectively for

His service.

Prayer — a full prayer life, a well-developed prayer life doesn't come in the

first stage of discipleship — it takes time to develop and grow.

Employment of spiritual gifts — they recognize their spiritual gift or gifts

early but now they are actually beginning to use it or them effectively in

service.

Finally a reproductive witness — that is, you are actually now recycling the

message.

a. It would be good if churches would make this one of the qualities of
elders, leaders, preachers, and others in leadership roles.

b. When you have taken that essential apostolic agenda and have so
embodied that agenda in your life that you are able to go out and do for
others what someone has done for you, that is maturity.

(Adapted from James F. Engel and Wilbert Norton, “What’s Gone
Wrong With the Harvest?”’)

D. Peter Wagner’s three P Evangelism

1.

2.

There must be Presence.

a. One of the first things that we must do is establish a presence for the
Lord.

b. Paul’s desire: “It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel
where Christ was not known” (Romans 15:20).

There must be Proclamation.

a. Evangelism will not take place until somebody speaks the message.

b. The concept of relationship evangelism is not an effective way to
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evangelize.

c. Presence alone is insufficient.

3. There must be Persuasion.

a. Somewhere along the line there must be a challenge issued and a
decision to act.

b. Somewhere along the line someone's going to have to say, “what are
you waiting for arise and be baptized and wash away your sins” (Acts
22:16).
(Peter Wagner, “Strategies for Church Growth”)

SELF EXAM:

1. Explain what is meant by: “The essential message is not preached in a vacuum.”

2. Why is it necessary for the presenter of the message to know where people are
in their knowledge about the Bible?

3. List and explain Peter Wagner’s three p’s of evangelism.

1)

2)

3)
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